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"BECOMING A LOCAL
COUNCILLOR"
EVENTS

Tuesday 17 January 2023
Tuesday 21 February 2023
Tuesday 21 March 2023

Do you know of individuals in your parish or town who
have expressed an interest in becoming a Councillor or
that you feel would make an excellent Local Councillor?
The Kent Association of Local Councils will be providing
online awareness raising events about becoming a Local
Councillor once a month, starting from January. These
one-hour evening events will be ideal for individuals who
want to know more about what being a local councillor
entails. These events will take place at 7pm on:

Please do promote and publicise these events whenever
and wherever possible: on your web pages, in
conversations with residents, on your noticeboard, in your
newsletter, on Facebook and through the circulated flyer.
Residents can register to attend these events via the KALC
Training & Events web pages.
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SLCC TRAINING IN
THE ELECTIONS
PROCESS

The Kent Branch of the Society of Local

Council Clerks has arranged a training session

to be run by two Electoral Services Managers to

guide Clerks through the process. This hybrid

event is open to members and non-members

of SLCC and will take place on Thursday 23rd

February at 11am in Faversham. Members will

receive emails from SLCC about this; non-

members can contact Kent@slcc.co.uk for

further information.

ELECTIONS
PREPARATION
WORKSHOPS
This is already underway with some very relevant and

successful workshops provided by Breakthrough

Communications. A number of these will be offered

again in the upcoming months:

"Implementing effective community engagement and

building sustainable conversations" (Wednesday 25

January 2023, 2-4pm; also Thursday 2 March 2023, 6-

8pm);

"How to recruit and retain a diverse pool of councillors"

(Tuesday 7 February 2023, 2pm-4pm)

and

"How Councils can more effectively engage with young

people" (Tuesday 31 January 2023, 6-8pm)

Registration will take place via the KALC web pages as

usual.
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ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING DATES
FOR COUNCILS WITH ELECTIONS
AND THE CORONATION BANK
HOLIDAY

Further to NALC guidance in the October 2022

legal bulletin, we now know that Monday 8

May will be an additional bank holiday to mark

the coronation of HM King Charles III. The

2023 local election date is Thursday 4 May and

councillors would ordinarily take office on

Monday 8 May. NALC's view is that councillors

will now take office on Tuesday 9 May, making

the relevant 14-day meeting period for the

purposes of paragraph 7 (2) of Schedule 12 to 

                                        (continued below)

LEGAL MATTERS
The Local Elections (Parishes and Communities)

(England and Wales) Rules 2006 ("the 2006 Rules")

applies to the election for councillors to a parish or

community council. Elections are run by the principal

authority and there is no role for a local council in

relation to ordinary elections. Up-to-date information

about the running of an election can be found at:

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-

a/electoraladministrator/local-elections-England-

and-Wales.

There is full guidance here for Local Councils in the

very useful NALC Legal Topic Note LTN 8: Elections

& Co-option, available on the KALC website.

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/electoraladministrator/local-elections-England-and-Wales
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(continued from above)

the Local Government Act 1972 Wednesday 10-

Thursday 25 May inclusive.

This is an area where we are aware there have been

different interpretations of the computation of days

and we have not counted Sundays in our 14-day

calculation.

NALC are aware that councils may have questions

about pre-election publicity because of any

Coronation-related events pre-election. The advice is

essentially limited to councils ensuring that publicity

is in the name of the council rather than any

individuals. NALC will update briefing L01-22,

linking to the Local Government Association's

guidance when the LGA updates the guidance, which

currently refers to the 2022 local elections.


